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ABSTRACT

Intersectionality is a theoretical tool that primbyr studies the interconnections of structures aiméhation and
oppression, the interactions between these strastuand how these interconnections and interactiofhisence the lives
of those who cross-identify between these strustudrkis theory was propounded by Kimberlé Crensimaher brilliant
essay “Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race &@ek: A Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimirati Doctrine,
Feminist Theory, and Antiracist Politics” (1989)h& present paper seeks to offer an understandirteofntersections
between various forms or systems of domination gputession, and social inequality and discriminatifaced by the
female characters of the novel, A Thousand SpleBdids. It examines different viewpoints through ftaemework of
intersectionality, which asserts that social idgnis a feature of various, interlinked factorsdigender, race, or ethnicity,
and the linkage of such aspects of social identiifh broader social power systems, thereby becontivegway of
demonstrating the miserable predicament of femhbgracters in the present text. A Thousand SpleBdids written by
one of the popular writers, Khaled Hosseini depitts social positions of the female characters, ensws Mariam and
Laila, based on the social identities of their gendtlass, and ethnicity. Thus, this paper seekentdyse the interactions
and intersections affecting the livelihoods of feenale protagonists of the novel within the thdoegtframework of
intersectionality.

KEYWORDS:Intersectionality, Social location, Gender, ClaBiscrimination, Oppression
INTRODUCTION

The theory of Intersectionality, originally devetapby Kimberle Crenshaw in her insightful articlegemarginalizing the
Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feministi@uié of Anti-discrimination Doctrine, Feminist Thigpand Antiracist
Politics” (1989), addresses the interaction betwgender, class, race and other social categorieliffefences which
might determine and strengthen marginalisation mdividuals. Crenshaw, interestingly, explained tliea of

intersectionality in terms of a collision:

Intersectionality simply came from the idea thatydfu're standing in the path of multiple forms of
exclusion, you are likely to get hit by both. Thegsemen [women of colour] are injured, but when thee
ambulance and the gender ambulance arrive at #resthey see these women of colour lying in thersection
and they say, ‘Well, we can’t figure out if this svaust race or just sex discrimination. And uniéss can show

us which one it was, we can't help them.’ (Har@d.Q: 3)
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The initial factor assessed by Crenshaw as detarghiwomen’s socio-cultural injustice and oppressiotused
on race. In her study of intersectionality, Crenglitended to highlight the importance of the sgleg women encounter
in everyday life, where gender differences are rposininent. Crenshaw’s proposal of a holistic apploby taking “both
gender and race on board” aimed at demonstratingtheir intersection consolidates women'’s inequalitd shapes their
various experiences. Intersectionality is charéser with scrutinizing all the domains in which wen's lives and
experiences are formed not simply by gender, bet &y sexuality, race, ethnicity, disability andyasther potential
structures of domination. Thus, the intersectighabry revisits the long-standing discussions alvanen’s oppression

and proposes that their exclusion is reinforcediffgrent axes of diversity.

The portrayal of social, political, and religiougstrictions throughout the novel makes the theofy o
intersectionality useful to be applied to examineit effect on women’s marginalization. Hossei#i'housand Splendid
Sunsspans thirty years of political unrest, insurgenagti-Soviet jihad, and Taliban dictatorship unttesd from the
standpoints of Afghani women, producing a realistipresentation of despotism where women suffen fioe constant
threats and hazards around them, in their homeseard in the boulevards of Kabul. The novel decodeset of
intersectional sources of disempowerment: the gerdass, and religious marginalisation experienbgdthe female
characters; Mariam, Laila, and Nana. Mariam andal.diorn a generation apart and with very differeatiook on love
and family, are two women drawn together by abaseksinjustices inflicted upon them by society'sripathal structure.
The following sections of the research paper wdktgin to reveal how such an entanglement of sooeduality and

oppression leads to these women'’s breakdown.

Firstly, the oppression of Nana can be outlinedhenaccount of her inferior social status. Nana sidgected to
violent and brutal treatment by her employer Jaiill his family on the one side, and humiliation Badishment from her
home by her father on the other, since she gate toirMariam, a ‘harami' (an illicit child). Nanad been mistreated her
entire life. Jalil deserted her and kicked her ofithis house while she was pregnant with his child; refused to
acknowledge the child as his own. He felt embaedsnd ashamed to give his name to the illegitirohiiel, so in order
to hide his fault from his family, he sent her awdhen Miriam grew up, Nana expressed all thatfshend experienced
because of men. She used to warn Miriam that memyal put the blame on women for redeeming and imegcu
themselves when she said: “Like a compass needleatiways points north, a man’s accusing fingeragwfinds a
woman. Always, you remember that, Mariam ‘and heliene’ Nana said ‘it was a relief to your fathewing me out of
sight” (Hosseini 7). After Nana’'s death, Mariamoatsuffered from ill-treatment and subjugation & Hands of her father,
Jalil. He forced her to marry Rasheed, a shoemfakar Kabul who was thirty years elder to her, pakikcause of the
societal pressure and partly because being anitifiege child, she became the reason of tarnistiisgname. Post
Mariam’s marriage, Rasheed began to physicallysenaially abuse her. Sexual relations were forcexh iqer, “For her
all these months later, their coupling was stillexercise in tolerating pain. His appetite...wascBesometimes bordering

on the violent” (Hosseini 82). These abuses coetinuntil the end of her life.

Further, the influence of religion in marginalizitite women in Afghan is also evident in the noRaligion, as a
pretext to substantiate and justify the ways ofietgcand means of controlling the women, is misimteted and
misrepresented. As a result of the war, oppressiamomen owing to the negative effect of religicastbeen rampant in
Afghanistan since the Taliban's establishment @6]1@nd the overpowering pressure of social norassbieen enormous.

Henceforth, religion played a critical role in defig women's rights and equality since politicad aocial components are
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entirely dependent on religious interpretationse Taliban had incorrect knowledge and comprehensfdslam. They
combined the right and the wrong, interpretinggielh in a way that suited their ambitions and nhetirt needs. When
Mariam was punished by Talibanis, the executosteér, "I wonder, God has made us differently, ysamen and us
men. Our brains are different. You are not abléhiok like we can. Western doctors and their saehave proven this.
This is why we require only one male witness but famale ones." (Hosseini324). He justifies thahraad women are
unequal by quoting religion and science, despit¢hefr hatred towards westerners. Though there leen cases of
women from higher social strata in Kabul beingald to adopt modern dress code of their choice, emfrom lower
social strata, such as Mariam, have had to adleestritt dress regulations (Hosseini74). Numerastances of strict
dress codes appear in the novel, like Rasheediteldésp flawed and disrespectful ways as a husbamrades sure that his
wives, Mariam and Laila wear a burga when theyaéetdneir home; (Hosseini71) and the Taliban's iasist on obliging
the women, as a law, dress up in a burqa evereatrtie of delivery, for which they were severelhatan if they violated

this law (Hosseini271). The rules for women aréodlews:
Attention women:
You will stay inside your homes at all times. Inist proper for women to
wander aimlessly about the streets. If you go detsyou must be
accompanied by a mahram, a male relative. If yeuwcaught alone on the
street, you will be beaten and sent home.
You will not under any circumstance, show your fa¢eu will cover with
burga when outside. If you do not, you will be gelbeaten.
Cosmetics are forbidden.
Jewelry is forbidden.
You will not wear charming clothes.
You will not speak unless spoken to.
You will not make eye contact with men.
You will not laugh in public. If you do you will beaten.
You will not paint your nails, If you do you wilbke a finger.
Girls are forbidden from attending school. All solwfor girls will be closed
immediately.
Women are forbidden from working.
If you are found guilty of adultery, you will beosted to death.
Listen. Listen well. Obey. (Wahab, Youngerman, 20B18-249)

Young Talib physically assaulted Laila with a radistenna on the pretext of religious policing tefxevomen
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within the boundaries of their home. When he wasedassaulting her, he gave a final whack to th& bader neck and

said,” | see you again, I'll beat you until your ther’s milk leaks out of your bones.” (Hosseini 313

In the novel, Mariam was forced to take Rasheebeashusband, who was thirty years elder to herpiteeshe
fact that such compulsion is forbidden in Islant, gtee was obligated to follow. Despite of a legalrnage as per the law
and religion, the sexual affairs between them vasconsensual, which has been portrayed in thess:[fMariam began
shivering. His hand crept lower still, lower, hisdernails catching in the cotton of her blousecdh't,” she croaked,
looking at his moonlit profile, his thick shouldeaad broad chest, the tufts of gray hair protrudiogn his open collar”
(Hosseini 69). Furthermore, she often toleratedalsisaults and brutality when Rasheed did not likeribe and forced
Mariam to eat rocks instead: “Through the moutlafugrit and pebbles, Mariam mumbled a plea. Teaseveaking out
of the corners of her eyes” (Hosseinil04). Rashaled started to physically and mentally abuse fier #he had a
miscarriage. However, Islam encourages husbantiedbtheir wives with kindness because males @vised to be good
and nice to them: "O you who have believed, itas lawful for you to inherit women by compulsionné do not make
difficulties for them in order to take [back] pat what you gave them unless they commit a cleananality. And live
with them in kindness. For if you dislike them +ip@ps you dislike a thing and Allah makes thereircimgood.” (Surat
An-Nisa’ [4:19])

Besides this, Laila, his second wife, withessedbhnigality as he beat his wives and her childrethicore, he

inflicted physical as well as psychological woudsthem:

After the fire, Rasheed was home almost every Hayslapped Aziza. He kicked Mariam. He threw thiride
found fault with Laila, the way she smelled, theywshe dressed, the way she combed her hair, hiwyet teeth.
"What's happened to you?" he said. "I marrgegary, and now I'm saddled with a hag. You're turningoirNlariam."
(271)

Thus, both Laila and Mariam were the victims of sbliving in the patriarchal society where they evéarced

under their husband Rasheed’s rules. Rasheed hyotlonsed them verbally but emotionally and sexyuaib.

Afghan men believed that women are their husbamagerty, and they are free to do whatever theyt wattn
them and treat them in a way that reflects poonlg disregards their role as husbands in Islamf E$am supports and
encourages inequality, cruel treatment, and dehisaon. Women were not regarded actual beinggstaid only duty in
life was merely to cook and clean. They were caergid inferiors and maids, and the Taliban outlafeadale education.
Women were not permitted to study, work, or evenaggwhere without a man or a relative. The Talilbaandated
women to wear a burga in order to conceal theebtdy when they step out of their homes, includingng childbirth.

These regulations were customary in Afghan socéety, they had to be observed and adhered.

Another oppressive social norm that was very pentah Afghanistan was about the obsession wittergahder
child. When their wives gave birth to a boy, merravhappy and highly contented, and their wives vefrerished and
well treated; but, if they gave birth to a girlethwould be oppressed and denied of care, loverespect by all members
of the family. Rasheed displayed this by beingaggd and angry with Laila after she gave birth girla Despite the fact
that she had no control over the situation, he ghed her for giving birth to Aziza, who was notom s he had hoped.

Not only was this Rasheed's desire and aspiratiohdving a son, but all Afghan men prized boys gids.
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Finally, the role of politics next to religion astciety in furthering the oppression of women ipapnt in the
novel. Politics is the domain in which the libedfyfwomen can be granted in a greater proportion tha other domains
like religion and society. Women were treated wadisgn at any other period or by any other civili@atduring the
Taliban's authority. The Taliban professed to adtera pure, conservative Islamic doctrine, yettyinanny they inflicted
on women was not based on Islam. Women in Islanparmitted to earn and control their own moneywad as to
participate in public life. After assuming powehet Taliban leadership effectively implemented atesysof gender
apartheid, effectively putting Afghan women undétual house arrest. Women were denied all humghtsi during

Taliban control, including the ability to work, uidity, education, a voice, healthcare, and moveine

Thus, Khaled Hosseini brilliantly depicts the irtetion of intersections of gender, religion, classd other
categories of difference in the lives of Afghanimen that oppress and marginalise them. He recanttsaddresses the
women's rights problem in Afghanistan, portrayingia the suffering of Nana, Mariam, and Laila, wivere taken by the
government, treated as animals, barred from ppdiitig in society and being a part of it, or sished in all areas. The
Taliban professed to follow a pure, conservatiVantsc doctrine, while, the doctrine of Islam maintathat women have
full rights to earn for their living and controlein money besides freedom to participate in pulifiic In fact, Taliban’s
persecution they inflicted against women had nasbiadslam and upon seizing Afghanistan, the Tadilbegime instituted
a gender apartheid system which effectively whiktinged the women of Afghanistan into a state diuarincarceration.
Women were deprived of basic human rights — thisibility, voice, opportunity for education, occujmn, healthcare,
and autonomy. Thus, by studying via the interseetidens, it can be stated that all the Afghan woras a subject of
oppression and conflict cannot be treated as oitéaube dealt rather, they encounter multiple feroh discrimination and

consequently need different perspectives for utdeding their plight and arriving towards its regan.
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